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The hybrid Vriesea `Plantation Pride' is a result of quite a few years of study, steady hybridizing, work, and waiting. Each morning finds Bob with his bromeliads, and by breakfast time he usually has put in a good three hours. His favorite bromeliads for hybridizing are members of the Tillandsioideae family, but he really can't pass up anything which has ripe pollen. When Ervin Wurthmann calls from Tampa, he usually greets me with, "What has Dr. Weirdo been up to today?"

Vriesea `Plantation Pride' is a cross of Vriesea schwackeana and the beautiful hybrid Vriesea `Van Ackeri.' From the beginning, this plant showed great vigor and was the most robust seedling in the family flat. At the time of the second transplanting Bob put it into a special pot so that he "could keep an eye on it." Sure enough, it bloomed a year earlier than its siblings-spring of 1974.

This is a regal bromeliad-large and stately, with good conformation. The plant grew to about 30 inches high, and the diameter of the dark green mottled foliage was also about 30 inches. The tall branched inflorescence is, when young, a brilliant lemon yellow, which, as it matures, graciously blends into a beautiful shade which is almost a burnished gold. The inflorescence had nine slightly inflated branches. The flowers are yellow.

Two more outstanding bromeliads from the same cross bloomed this spring. The first, Bob has named Vriesea `Plantation Pride' var. `Forever Amber'; the second, Vriesea `Plantation Pride' Var. `Southern Belle'.

Vriesea `Plantation Pride' var. `Forever Amber' is a medium-sized plant-about 14 inches tall. The inflorescence nestles close to the foliage, and the inflorescence has glossy amber branches, which are nicely inflated and tend to incurve slightly.

Vriesea `Plantation Pride' var. `Southern Belle' is also a medium-sized bromeliad. The inflorescence has 5 bright russet orange branches which are inflated, broader and shorter than `Forever Amber'.

In hybriding Bob feels that only the best results should be kept. The rest of the seedlings should be destroyed for the good of everyone concerned with bromeliads. In Bob's experience, he has had only one out of sixty seedlings that he feels is worthy of continued propagation and only one out of perhaps hundreds that is worthy of registration.

Vriesea `Plantation Pride' has turned out to be a real winner. For the present, it is the star of our bromeliad family, but we're looking forward to more of Bob's crosses to bloom.

